Conclusions of the conference:

We see the effects of the climate change on a daily basis with stories for extreme weather conditions in all parts of the world.  Since the debate of the climate change and the global warming is becoming more loud worldwide, from the EU, USA, and even in developing countries, our goal to bring this issue in the region of Southeast Europe and to present the developments and projects directed towards reducing of the influence of the energy on the environment and climate. Planning the conference, our aim was to gather students, professors and practitioners from Macedonia and the wider region, and together to discuss the issues of the energy and climate change that the countries are facing.
As we have seen from the presentations today, the energy is being the major pollutant of the environment and thus contributing in the biggest part to the climate change and the global warming.  The search for alternatives in combating climate change and minimizing the impact of the energy on the environment is a challenge both for the science and the governments.  The solutions should be undertaken on different levels: on policy level and within the decision-making processes; on the societal level in the educational curriculums; and in research and development with more investments in new technologies for more efficient use of the energy sources. 
The energy efficiency measures and the bigger use of the renewable energy sources have been identified as best practices for reducing of the GHG emissions decrease and protection of the environment. However, Macedonia like many countries in transition is characterized with high energy intensity, facing issues of inefficient use of energy and lack of energy efficiency measures in the exploitation of the energy sources and the use of energy in households and industry. For overcoming this problem there is a need for nationwide public campaigns for awareness rising among the consumers and behavioral change for bigger energy saving, starting on the level of every individual/citizen.  
The policies for reducing the impact of energy on the climate change, like the use of RES for energy production, the carbon-free technologies and energy efficiency measures, like increase of the environmental friendly appliances, all require costly investments and stabile financial sources. Thus, the financing of projects with RES and/or EE is an important step in the implementation of the projects and their success. So far, under the Kyoto Agreement, the CDM mechanism and the carbon trading scheme have been one of the most successful ways of financing energy projects that reduce the GHG emission and are directly connected with the combating climate change in the developed and developing countries.  
Another aspect of the energy and the climate change is dealing with these issues with common efforts, by cooperation between the countries and its most advanced form of cooperation - the EU. In our region this cooperation is in the face of the Treaty of the Energy Community for Southeast Europe This kind of cooperation understands uniform rules for all countries of the region and creation of a single European energy market, where the issues of energy usage, energy security and the energy and climate change can be tackled in one voice and in a much more sustainable way. 
